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The admiral, who was sent into America, was confined
for almost a year in the ports, without forces, ships, or
ammunition, which yet might have been sent in a few
months, had not pretences of delay been studiously in-
vented, had not the preparations been obstructed by clan-
destine expedients, and had not every man been tacitly
assured, that he should recommend himself to his superi-
ours, by raising difficulties, rather than by removing them.

Such was the conduct of those who now stand tip in
the face of their country, and, without diffidence or shame,
boast of their zeal, their assiduity, and their despatch; who
proclaim, with an air of triumphant innocence, that no art
or diligence could have been more expeditious, and that
the embarkation was only impeded by the seasons and the
winds.

With assertions equally intrepid, and arguments equally
contemptible, has the same person, who boasted his expe-
dition, endeavoured to defend the establishment of, new
regiments, in opposition to the practice of foreign nations,
and to the opinion of the greatest general among us; and,
to show how little he fears confutation, has recommended
his scheme on account of its frugality.

It is not to be wondered, sir, that such an orator should
undertake to defend the model of the troops sent to Ame-
rica, that he should prefer boys to veterans, and assert the
propriety of intrusting new levies to unexperienced com-
manders ; for he has given us in this debate such proofs of
controversial courage, that nothing can be now imagined
too arduous for him to attempt,

His strength, sir, is, indeed, not equal to his spirit, and
he is frequently unsuccessful in his most vigorous efforts,
but it must be confessed that he is generally overborne
only by the force of truth, by a power which few can resist
so resolutely as himself, and which, therefore, though it
makes no impression^ upon him, prevails upon others to
leave him sometimes alone in the vindication of his po-
sitions*

The examples, sir, of those noble persons who were ad-
vanced early to commissions, will be produced by him